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kers, kodtnen and other workman, and directs their work, and
tkafc this is the peculiar function of the Architect in the sense that no
other workmen can effect that function. This doctrine will be hew
but not sound. It will indeed be gratuitous and thanklessly will it
be received, unless some chance preserve and rescue it (that is its last
refuge), appearing at its own time, like the god in the machine, a
marvel for the gaping crowd. But how long have ive given up any
hope of that happening ?

Last reply. Here I think you are fearful for your art, which
you love so and which you cherish and treat, pardon me, as your own
child. You fear lest, now that 1 haw charged it with so many sins,
now that it slwivsflaivs and threatens everywhere to collapse, I should
deem that it ought to be thrown into the rubbisli-lieap. But don't be
frightened. I am your friend. I shall overcome your apprehensions,
if I am not mistaken; I shall keep silence and await events. I
know you and your clear and keen-sighted mental vision. When
you have got some time for meditation and especially when you have
thought over your faithful rule in a secret retreat, you will shake off
the dust from it, cleanse it anew, and place before our sight a well
balanced and polished Architecture. Meanwhile take this and listen
to me while I proceed to reply to your questions. I shall embrace
in them many things -which, in my zeal for brevity I have lightly
drawn together, such as, what concerns the arches, the openings for
windows, the columns, the porches, and the like1. But here we get the
programme of a new comedy.

WHETHER ARCHITECTURE CAN BE ESTABLISHED ANEW.

You ask thirdly. When this point was reached, some of his
friends seeing that the excessive jealousy and hatred by which he
was agitated, had now become quite a disease, prevented him from
going about declaiming in the streets any longer, and forthwith
carried him to a doctor.

Now I should certainly not venture to imagine any such similar
fate for my Critic. I shall here go only so far as to note how
accurately he has imitated that "Workman in all his actions. It is
quite in the same way that he acts the judge, the upright judge
forsooth, who takes great and scrupulous care lest he pronounce any
rash decision. After condemning me eleven times over on the one
count of rejecting the doubtful in order to establish the certain,

1 Cf. p. 324.